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PROGRAM
Opening Remarks by John O’Sullivan

Keynote Speech by Yoram Hazony 

Panel 1: “Europe of Nations?”

Moderator: John O’Sullivan

Panelists:
• John Fonte 
• Yoram Hazony 
• Melvin Schut  

Interview with Anna Maria Anders, Daniel Kawczynski, and 
Balazs Orban

Interviewer: John O’Sullivan

Speech by Roger Scruton

Introduction: Ben Harris-Quinney

Panel 2: “The Future of Europe”

Moderator: John O’Sullivan

Panelists:
• Anna Maria Anders 
• Phillip Blond
• Nile Gardiner 
• Marion Smith 

Interview with Daniel Hannan

Interviewer: John O’Sullivan
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ANNA MARIA ANDERS 
Anna Maria Anders is a Polish Senator and a Minister in 
the Polish government. She is the Secretary of State in the 
government of Poland’s Prime Minister, Mateusz Morawiecki, 
where she is Plenipotentiary for International Dialogue. In 
March 2016, she was elected to Poland’s Senate, representing 

Poland’s eastern flank. She also represents Poland in the Women in 
Parliaments Global Forum, a global network of female parliamentarians 
that supports greater participation of women in politics. Minister Anders 
is the daughter of General Wladyslaw Anders, the legendary World War II 
Commander of the Polish Forces at the Battle of Monte Cassino, and well-
known singer and actress Irena Renata Anders. She was born in London, 
England. In 1986, Anna Maria Anders married United States Army Colonel 
Robert Alexander Costa. Their son is an officer in the US Army.

PHILLIP BLOND
Phillip Blond is the founder and director of Respublica, an 
independent think tank based on the principles of a post-
liberal vision of the future which moves beyond the traditional 
political dichotomies of left and right and prioritises the need 
to recover the language and practice of the common good. 

Phillip’s ideas have strongly influenced the agenda around devolution and 
public services in the UK. He has written extensively in the British and foreign 
press including The Guardian, the Financial Times, and The New York Times.

JOHN FONTE 
John Fonte is a Senior Fellow and Director of the Center 
for American Common Culture at the Hudson Institute. He 
is the author of Sovereignty or Submission: Will Americans 
Rule Themselves or be Ruled by Others?, winner of the 

YORAM HAZONY
Yoram Hazony is the President of the Herzl Institute in 
Jerusalem and Director of the John Templeton Foundation‘s 
project in Jewish Philosophical Theology. His latest book 
The Virtue of Nationalism was recently selected as the 
Conservative Book of the Year for 2019 and was an Amazon 

#1 best-seller in both International Diplomacy and Nationalism. His work has 
appeared in The Wall Street Journal, The New York Times, Fox News, CNN, 
NPR, Time Magazine, The New Republic, National Review, Commentary, First 
Things, and American Affairs, among others. His previous books include The 
Philosophy of Hebrew Scripture, The Jewish State: The Struggle for Israel’s 
Soul, and God and Politics in Esther. In April 2016, he appeared with Morgan 
Freeman in the hit National Geographic miniseries “The Story of God.” 

Dr. Hazony graduated from Princeton University with a B.A. in East Asian 
Studies and completed his Ph.D. at Rutgers University in Political Theory. He 
lives in Jerusalem with his wife Yael Hazony and their nine children.

PARTICIPANTS
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NILE GARDINER
Nile Gardiner is Director of The Heritage Foundation’s 
Margaret Thatcher Center for Freedom. His key areas 
of specialization include: the Anglo-American “special 
relationship,” the United Nations, post-war Iraq, and the role 
of Great Britain and Europe in the U.S.-led alliance against 

international terrorism and “rogue states,” including Iran. He was recently 
named one of the 50 most influential Britons in the United States by the 
London Daily Telegraph. Gardiner received a doctorate in history and two 
masters degrees from Yale University and a master’s degree and bachelor’s 
degree in modern history from Oxford University.

DANIEL HANNAN
Daniel Hannan is a writer and journalist. After 17 years as a 
Member of the European Parliament, campaigning for British 
withdrawal from the EU, he succeeded in abolishing his job 
in the Brexit referendum on 23 June 2016. He is the author 
of nine books, including New York Times best-seller Inventing 

Freedom: How the English-Speaking Peoples Made the Modern World, and 
Sunday Times best-seller Vote Leave. His latest book is What Next: How to get 
the best from Brexit.

DANIEL KAWCZYNSKI 
Daniel Kawczynski is a British Conservative Party politician 
and Member of Parliament for Shrewsbury and Atcham in 
Shropshire, England. The first British MP born in Poland, he 
was brought up in the United Kingdom from the age of six. 
He is the chairman of the All-Party Parliamentary Group on 
Poland in 2014.

BALZAS ORBAN
Balzas Orban is the Deputy Minister of the Office of the Prime 
Minister of Hungary. Mr. Orban started his career at the 
Ministry of Justice and soon afterwards joined the Szazadveg 
Group. As the Director of Research at the Szazadveg 
Foundation between 2013 and 2018, he was responsible 

for public law and public policy research. Since the fall of 2015, he has also 
worked as the General Director of the Migration Research Institute founded 
jointly by the Szazadveg Foundation and the Mathias Corvinus Collegium. 
He studied at the Eotvos Lorand University (ELTE) where he graduated as a 
lawyer in 2009 and as a political scientist in 2011. He is currently an assistant 
lecturer at the National University of Public Service and a visiting lecturer at 
the Budapest Metropolitan University.

Intercollegiate Studies Institute’s Paolucci-Bagehot book award for 2012 and 
a #1 Amazon best-seller in international law. Fonte’s ideas on “lawfare” were 
cited in the annual New York Times Magazine’s “Year in Ideas” as among the 
most noteworthy of 2004. Dr. Fonte has been published and appeared on 
television throughout the world. He received his Ph.D. in World History from 
the University of Chicago, and his M.A. and B.A. in History from the University 
of Arizona.
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JOHN O’SULLIVAN
John O’Sullivan is currently President and founder of the 
Danube Institute in Budapest, international editor of Quadrant 
Magazine in Sydney, Australia, and associate editor of the 
Hungarian Review. John O’Sullivan is also currently a fellow of 
the National Review Institute and a co-founder and director of 

Twenty-First Century Initiatives, a DC-based think tank. In 1987-88, he served 
as a Special Adviser to Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher in Downing Street. 
He also served informally as a speechwriter for the Prime Minister, was the 
principal author of the 1987 Conservative election manifesto and was one of 
the small team that assisted Lady Thatcher in the writing of her two volumes 
of memoirs.

MELVIN L. SCHUT
Melvin L. Schut teaches “Theme Course: Political Science, 
Law, Economics”, “Classical and Modern Political Thought” 
and “The Politics of Modernity.” In previous years he has also 
taught “European and International Institutions.” Dr. Schut 
is a Board Member of the Amstel Institute for the Liberal 

Arts and Sciences (AILAS), an education foundation dedicated to teaching 
fundamental texts. Dr. Schut has further taught political philosophy at Leiden 
University’s Institute for Philosophy, and both legal philosophy and law at 
Leiden University’s Law School. Dr. Schut studied law and history at Leiden 
University and Sciences Po (Paris), intellectual history at Cambridge, and 
politics and political philosophy at Oxford and the University of Chicago, 
where he received his PhD with a thesis on Alexis de Tocqueville’s conception 
of freedom.

SIR ROGER SCRUTON 
Sir Roger Scruton is a writer and philosopher who has 
published more than forty books in philosophy, aesthetics, and 
politics. He is widely translated. He is a fellow of the British 
Academy and a Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature. He 
teaches in both England and America and is a Senior Fellow at 

the Ethics and Public Policy Center, Washington D.C. He is currently teaching 
an MA in Philosophy for the University of Buckingham.

MARION SMITH
Marion Smith is executive director of the Victims of 
Communism Memorial Foundation, president of the Common 
Sense Society, and chairman of the National Civic Art Society 
in Washington, D.C. He was previously a visiting fellow at the 
B. Kenneth Simon Center for Principles and Politics at the 

Heritage Foundation. His articles have appeared in publications including USA 
Today, The Hill, The Washington Post, The Wall Street Journal, Politico, and 
National Review. He is a regular guest analyst on major network and cable 
television news channels, including ABC, NBC, MSNBC, Fox News, and CNN..
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BOW GROUP 
The Bow Group is the United Kingdom’s oldest conservative think 
tank. Founded in 1951, the Bow Group exists to publish the research of 
its members, stimulate policy debate through an events programme 
and to provide an intellectual home to conservatives in the United 
Kingdom. Although firmly housed in the conservative family, the Bow 
Group does not take a corporate view and it represents all strands of 
conservative opinion.

The Group aims to preserve the academic rigour of its policy papers, 
whilst promoting an inclusive environment for political thought; to 
cleverly brand policy ideas without compromising the political ideas 
that underlie them; to work with the political parties of the day but 
not to shy away from pointing out their weaknesses. Most importantly, 
the Group aims to provide an excellent service to its members and to 
enable them to have a direct impact on political discourse and the life 
of the nation.
 
COMMON SENSE SOCIETY

The Common Sense Society celebrates the Western heritage, wherein 
the ideas of liberty and equality have been asserted, tested, and 
proven over the course of four millennia. This same history reveals 
that mankind does not progress inevitably toward freedom or justice. 
Indeed, many attempts to ignore history, deny human nature, and 
engineer a utopian vision have initiated some of the most horrific 
episodes in human memory. Because ideas have consequences, 
CSS continues the noble tradition of argumentation and debate by 
providing regular forums for the exchange of these ideas. We are not 
bystanders to the development of our civilization; we are participants 
in defining our future of sustainable freedom.

DANUBE INSTITUTE 

The Danube Institute exists to provide an independent center of 
intellectual debate for conservatives and classical liberals and their 
democratic opponents in Central Europe. Based in Budapest and 
Washington it seeks to engage with center-right institutions, scholars, 
political parties and individuals of achievement across the region 
to discuss problems of mutual interest.  The Institute also seeks to 
establish a two-way transmission belt for centre-right ideas, policies 
and people between Central Europe, Western Europe, and the English 
speaking world, and to provide an authoritative source of rational and 
commonsens reporting and commentary for those covering Central 
Europe for the world outside the region and the Western moral 
tradition.

SPONSORS
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INSTITUTE OF WORLD POLITICS 

The Institute of World Politics is a graduate school of national security 
and international affairs, dedicated to developing leaders with a sound 
understanding of international realities and the ethical conduct of 
statecraft, based on knowledge and appreciation of the principles of 
the American political economy and the Western moral tradition.

INTERNATIONAL REAGAN THATCHER SOCIETY

The International Reagan-Thatcher Society (IRTS) advocates adoption 
of the successful conservative philosophies and policies of President 
Ronald Reagan and Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher whose devotion 
to an historic alliance strengthened both nations and provided the 
foundation for defeating Communism in the 20th Century.

POLISH NATIONAL FOUNDATION 

The Polish National Foundation is a Warsaw-based non-profit 
organization whose mission is to promote Poland’s cultural heritage, 
celebrate its achievements, and support its growth.
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